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Thank you for your Freedom of Information (FOI) request dated 14/05/2026 where
you asked,

It was to see if there were any reported instances of horizontal transmission of
BCG strain Mycobacterium bovis from vaccine recipients, e.g. to
immunosuppressed close contacts, for a patient-specific query (prospective
concern, not suspected case). | had found no published case reports in a
bibliographic literature search.

MHRA Response
We can confirm that the Agency holds this information.

Further to your request, we have conducted a search for the number of reports
received relating to infectious transmissions associated with BCG (Bacillus Calmette
Guerin) vaccine, up to and including 10/06/2026.

Reaction terms are coded in our database based on information provided by the
original reporter, using the Medical Dictionary for Regulatory Activities (MedDRA).
This search was conducted using the ‘Infectious Transmissions’ High Level Group
Term (HLGT) to identify reports associated with horizontal transmission.

In response to your query, | can confirm that we have not received any reports
containing reactions which fall within the ‘Infectious Transmissions’ High Level Group
Term.

I hope the information provided is helpful. If you have any queries about this letter,
please contact us quoting the reference number above.
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Yours sincerely,

MHRA Central Freedom of Information Team
Medicines & Healthcare products Regulatory Agency

Your right to complain under the Freedom of Information Act

If you are not happy with this response you may request an internal review by e-
mailing foi.request@mhra.gov.uk or by writing to: MHRA Central Freedom of
Information Team, 10 South, Colonnade, Canary Wharf, London, E14 4PU

Any request for an internal review must be received by us within 40 working days of
the date of this letter. Please note we are not obliged to provide a review if it is
requested after more than 40 working days.

If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you may apply directly
to the Information Commissioner’'s Office for a decision. Generally, the
Commissioner cannot make a decision unless you have exhausted our own
complaints procedure. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: The
Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire
SK9 5AF.

Website: ICO FOI and EIR complaints or telephone 0303 123 1113.

Re-use of our information

The MHRA information supplied in response to your request is subject to Crown
copyright. Information created by the MHRA which is disclosed under the Freedom
of Information Act is made available for re-use under the Open Government Licence
(OGL) v3.0, except where this is otherwise stated. There are some restrictions on re-
use under the OGL and these can be viewed here:
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/




