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Thank you for your Freedom of Information (Fol) request received on 13 August. You wrote:

Please treat this correspondence as a request for recorded information under the
Freedom of Information Act 2000.

This request concerns the medicines-distribution regulatory history of the NHS Supply
Chain logistics site described publicly as Gorsey Point / Mersey Gateway, Widnes,
including Wholesale Distribution Authorisation for Human Medicines (WDA(H)), Good
Distribution Practice (GDP) / inspection records, and the transition from Unipart to GXO.

For clarity, | am not asking the MHRA to determine any individual’s eligibility under the
Immigration Health Surcharge reimbursement scheme, to define “NHS setting” or “health
and care setting”, or to characterise the site for DHSC policy purposes. | am seeking held
regulatory records and objective authorisation history.

Time period
1 September 2023 to the date of this request.

Earlier records may be included only where necessary to identify the authorisation or
certificate in force at the start of that period.

Information requested
1. Site-specific WDA(H) history

Please provide the recorded WDA(H) / wholesale-distribution authorisation history for the
site known as Gorsey Point / Mersey Gateway, Widnes, including:

- authorisation holder;

- authorisation number;

- relevant site address;

- effective/addition/removal dates; and
- material variations during the period.

2. Authorisation and GDP documents



Please provide copies of the WDA(H) authorisations, annexes, GDP certificates or
equivalent public/regulatory documents held by MHRA that identify the Gorsey Point /
Mersey Gateway site during the relevant period, including superseded versions where
held.

3. Unipart historical coverage

Please identify whether Unipart Group Limited, Unipart Logistics or any related Unipart
entity held, was named on, or operated under any WDA(H), GDP certificate or other
MHRA wholesale-distribution authorisation covering the Gorsey Point / Mersey Gateway
site between 1 September 2023 and the transfer of NHS Supply Chain logistics
operations to GXO in 2025.

If so, please provide:

- the relevant authorisation/certificate number(s);
- site address(es);

- effective dates; and

- copies of the relevant records.

4. GXO WDA(H) 15148 site-addition history

For GXO Logistics UK Limited WDA(H) 15148, please identify the date on which the
Mersey Gateway / Gorsey Lane, Widnes site was first added to the authorisation, and
provide any superseded authorisation versions or variation records showing that addition
or subsequent material change.

5. Inspection and GDP history

Please provide the dates of MHRA GDP / wholesale-distribution inspections concerning
the Gorsey Point / Mersey Gateway site during the relevant period, together with:

- any GDP certificate issued; and
- any non-exempt recorded outcome classification or summary, for example Critical,
Major or Other findings, that can reasonably be disclosed.

6. Provider-transition regulatory records

Please provide any reasonably retrievable recorded regulatory material showing a
change of authorised logistics provider or authorisation-holder arrangements for this site
in connection with the transition from Unipart to GXO, limited to WDA(H), GDP, site-
registration or regulatory-variation records.

Commercial tender or pricing material is not sought.

7. Site/address identity control

The NHS Supply Chain public locations page identifies “Runcorn (Gorsey Point)” at
Henry Road, Widnes, WA8 0SQ, while current MHRA WDA(H) 15148 lists “Mersey
Gateway, Gorsey Lane, Widnes, WA8 ORP’.

Please provide any recorded MHRA information that identifies whether these
descriptions/addresses refer to:



- the same regulated logistics site;

- connected parts of the same site; or

- separate sites,

insofar as MHRA holds such information.

Format and handling

Where responsive information is already publicly available, please identify the exact
document title, version/date and location rather than giving only a general reference to
the MHRA website.

If any material is withheld, please identify the specific FOIA exemption relied upon and
disclose all reasonably severable material.

If a numbered item is not held, please state clearly that it is not held.

If section 12 may apply, please provide advice and assistance under section 16 on how
the request could be refined.

If refinement is required, my priority order is:
1,34, 2,5 7,86,
MHRA Response

The Agency has completed its search for the information you have requested, and we are
able to confirm that we hold the majority of information you have requested.

The Gorsey Point Distribution Centre, Mersey Gateway, Gorsey Lane, Widnes, WA8 ORP
was included under WDA(H) 52571, held by Unipart Group Limited. The site was added to
the licence on 16 April 2024.

The site was subsequently included under WDA(H) 15148, held by GXO Logistics UK
Limited. The site was added to the licence on 26 June 2025.

As part of a licensed inspection, the GDP inspectorate inspects a sample of a company’s
sites to assess its overall licensed operation.

Unipart Group Limited (Alfreton and Normanton sites) was inspected on 08 February 2022.
GXO Logistics UK Limited (Manchester site) was inspected on 15 May 2023.

The licence variations to add the Widnes site were authorised without inspection (AWI) as
they met our risk-based AWI criteria.

As a result, the site has not yet been subject to a GDP inspection. However, when both
companies next become due for re-inspection, the site will be brought into scope of our GDP
risk-based inspection programme, which will generate a site GDP report and certificate.

Regarding the site address, this is stated on the WDA(H) Licence as Mersey Gateway,
Gorsey Lane, Widnes, WA8 ORP, United Kingdom. The online address is likely to refer to the
administration/mail office for the site.



Please find attached the Wholesale Distribution Authorisations for Unipart Group Limited and
GXO Logistics Limited. These documents show the variations where the site was added.

Information within the documents that is out of scope of this request has been redacted and
is indicated on the documents.

Some of the information has also been redacted as it constitutes personal data of someone
other than yourself and as such, it is being withheld in accordance with Section 40(2) of the
Freedom of Information Act.

Section 40(2) exempts information in response to a request if it is personal data belonging to
an individual other than the requester and it satisfies one of the conditions listed in the
legislation. In this case the condition contained in Section 40(3A)(a) applies - that disclosure
would breach one of the data protection principles, specifically that “Personal data shall be
processed lawfully, fairly and in a transparent manner...".

We do not consider that disclosing this information is necessary or justified in order to satisfy
your information request and the requirements of the Fol Act. In relation to this request, we
consider that there is no strong legitimate interest that would override the prejudice to the
rights and freedoms of the data subject.

Personal data are subject to UK General Data Protection Regulation (UK GDPR) and the
Data Protection Act 2018.

If you have any queries about this letter, please contact us quoting the reference number
above.

Yours sincerely,

MHRA Central Freedom of Information Team
Medicines & Healthcare products Regulatory Agency

Your right to complain under the Freedom of Information Act

If you are not happy with this response you may request an internal review by e-mailing
foi.request@mhra.gov.uk or by writing to: MHRA Central Freedom of Information Team, 10
South, Colonnade, Canary Wharf, London, E14 4PU

Any request for an internal review must be received by us within 40 working days of the date
of this letter. Please note we are not obliged to provide a review if it is requested after more
than 40 working days.

If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review you may apply directly to the
Information Commissioner’s Office for a decision. Generally, the Commissioner cannot make
a decision unless you have exhausted our own complaints procedure. The Information
Commissioner can be contacted at: The Information Commissioner's Office, Wycliffe House,
Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire SK9 5AF.

Website: ICO FOI and EIR complaints or telephone 0303 123 1113.

Re-use of our information
The MHRA information supplied in response to your request is subject to Crown copyright.
Information created by the MHRA which is disclosed under the Freedom of Information Act is
made available for re-use under the Open Government Licence (OGL) v3.0, except where
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this is otherwise stated. There are some restrictions on re-use under the OGL and these can
be viewed here:
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/




